
 
 
 
 

City of Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission 
Outreach & Education Committee Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, February 26, 2020 
4:30 pm 

 
Commissioners Present: Mr. Esaie Toingar 

Ms. Linda Topinka 
Mr. Leland Freie, Ex-officio member 

  
Staff Present: Ms. Janet Abejo-Parker, Acting Executive Director 

Mr. Bernie Walther, Investigator 
Ms. Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven, Investigator 
Ms. Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant 

 
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 4:31 p.m.  
 
Approval of Minutes – There were no corrections to the October 21, 2019 minutes. Therefore, they 
stand approved. 
 
New Business –  
 

1. Outreach Report 
Bernie Walther, Investigator, stated social media numbers for Instagram are increasing 
significantly. Mr. Walther stated he attended the Wellington Heights Neighborhood Association to 
provide information on the Commission and Janet Abejo-Parker also attended another 
neighborhood meeting earlier this week. Mr. Walther stated the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (MLK) 
movie night was successful and there was discussion on ways to improve the event in the future. 
Mr. Walther stated feedback included wanting a debrief after the movie to discuss the viewing 
topic. Mr. Walther stated staff will consider this for future movie nights but allowing a debrief 
depends on the length of the movie and the closure times of the Library. Mr. Walther stated it will 
also depend on the content of the movie and if a debrief would make sense. Mr. Walther stated 
LaNisha Cassell with the African American Museum of Iowa volunteered to facilitate a discussion 
if the Commission decides to do so in the future.  
 
Mr. Walther stated unfortunately, the Public Sector Job Fair only had two organizations participate 
due to poor weather conditions. Mr. Walther stated another job fair may be held in the Spring to 
make up for the lack of organizations available at this event. Mr. Walther stated the City of Cedar 
Rapids is also doing their own job fair soon.  
 
Commissioner Freie stated a discussion following movie night would be a good idea so people can 
share their takeaways from the movie.   

 
2. Upcoming Outreach Opportunities 

Mr. Walther provided a list of upcoming outreach events and requested the Committee share it 
with the full Commission at tonight’s meeting and request Commissioners volunteer to work the 
events. Mr. Walther stated staff is requesting a Commissioner attend the Community Cultural 
Celebration and Expo to accept a proclamation and provide opening remarks at the event. Mr. 
Walther stated Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven and her daughter will work the Arc March and 
Donna the Anti-Discriminatory Dolphin will be present. Mr. Walther stated Alicia Abernathey and 
Janet Abejo-Parker will work the Corridor Autism Resource Expo (CARE) event, but 
Commissioner assistance would be appreciated as it is a busy event. Mr. Walther stated Ms. 
Munsterman-Scriven and Ms. Abejo-Parker will work the Housing Resource Expo, but 



Commissioner assistance would be appreciated as it will be a busy event. Commissioner Freie 
requested the outreach needs be emailed out to Commissioners. Ms. Abernathey will do so.  
 
Mr. Walther stated the annual training to Landlords of Linn County will be held in April, a 
Legacies Series featuring Persons with Disabilities will be held in May, and a Design and 
Construction training will be held in June.  
 
Commissioner Topinka stated she serves on a board that is working on a project with regards to 
Title IX and asked if the Commission would serve as a partner. Mr. Walther requested 
Commissioner Topinka email him information on the project and staff will evaluate if it is 
appropriate for the Commission to partner on the project.  

 
Commissioner Toingar joined the meeting at 4:44 p.m.  
 

3. Fair Housing Month Contest 
Stefanie Munsterman-Sriven, Investigator, stated the City of Cedar Rapids is currently working on 
Social Equity Assessments to determine how to adjust current City programs to better serve 
clientele. Ms. Munsterman-Scriven stated the Commission was selected to participate in the 
assessment this year and staff chose the Fair Housing Poster Contest with a focus of increasing 
high school students participation as it has been relatively low over the years. Ms. Munsterman-
Scriven stated following feedback from focus groups, this years contest will include two categories 
for high school students including a visual art category and a spoken word/poetry category. Ms. 
Munsterman-Scriven stated kindergarten through 8th grade students will still participate in a poster 
contest similar to years past. Ms. Munsterman-Scriven stated this year staff decided to host a 
judging event in April at the African American Museum of Iowa, in which all posters would be on 
display and spoken word/poetry would be performed publicly. Ms. Munsterman-Scriven stated the 
event would include a panel of judges that would decide on winners at the event. Ms. Munsterman-
Scriven stated the monetary award for this years contest has increased and second and third place 
winners will also receive a monetary award, not just first place.  
 
Mr. Walther stated the panel of judges at the event in April will potentially include college 
educators, a Commissioner, and LaNisha Cassell from the African American Museum of Iowa. 
Commissioner Topinka stated it is a great idea to have an event for the judging and awards. 
Commissioner Topinka stated high school students may be more interested in the spoken 
word/poetry category. Commissioner Freie asked if the poems would be presented at the event. 
Ms. Munsterman-Scriven stated the poems would be read aloud by the student or they can have 
someone else read it on their behalf.  
 
Mr. Walther stated depending on the number of entries for posters, visual art, and spoken 
word/poetry, there may be a need for two events but staff will address that as necessary. 
Commissioner Freie stated members of the public would probably be interested in coming to a 
spoken word performance. Mr. Walther stated the event also allows for students to explain their 
poster/visual art. Mr. Walther stated awards would be presented at the event and the winners can 
work with staff to get their college award paperwork completed in person at the event.  
 
Commissioner Topinka stated she thinks middle school students will want to do spoken 
word/poetry as well. Ms. Munsterman-Scriven since this is the first year the spoken word/poetry is 
being offered, it will only be available to high school students and then it will be evaluated for 
extending to other students in future contests. Ms. Munsterman-Scriven stated the opening date of 
the contest is tentatively March 6, 2020.  
 
Commissioner Topinka asked if the Commission was going to get interns again as this contest 
seems to be something they could manage. Commissioner Topinka asked if there has been interest 
by individuals to serve as interns. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated students have shown interest, but the 



Commission is not currently taking on interns during the hiring process of a new Executive 
Director. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated in her role as Senior Investigator she would manage the interns 
and with her current role as Acting Executive Director it is not feesable to have interns right now, 
but the Commission will most likely have them again when the Commission is fully staffed. 
 
Commissioner Toingar asked if there were guidelines for the poem submissions. Mr. Walther 
stated there will be guidelines for all submissions and they will be outlined in the informational 
packets that staff is developing. Commissioner Freie stated this can be a very educational 
opportunity, especially if a variety of cultures are involved.  
 

4. Housing Resource Fair 
Janet Abejo-Parker, Acting Executive Director, stated the Commission is partnering to host a 
Housing Resource Fair and the idea came from the Commission’s work plan as there is a goal of 
addressing the area of credit. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the Commission is partnering with Horizons 
and the Cedar Rapids Public Library to host the event. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated she initially spoke 
with Horizons about an event and the idea to host it in April came about as it is Fair Housing 
Month and Money Smart Week. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the event will focus on financial 
resources and housing resources and will be held April 11 2020 at the downtown library. Ms. 
Abejo-Parker stated the Library communicated they anticipate approximately 1,000 people in 
attendance as that is the number they see at events similar to this. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated there is 
an opportunity for housing and financial organizations to have informational booths at the event 
but unfortunately the event is limited to 22 organizations. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the event will 
include a Fair Housing Month proclamation, break-out sessions with guest speakers/panelists, and 
free credit reports. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the Commission will cover the cost of pulling the 
credit reports. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the guest speakers/panel discussions will include 
information on ways to improve a credit score, credit discrimination, tenant/landlords laws, and a 
housing resource panel. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated there are discussions on providing free childcare 
at the event and having children’s activities available.  

  
The meeting adjourned at 5:13 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Alicia Abernathey 


